BROWN HILL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING 

 Minutes from Wednesday  December 10th 2025 at the Brown Hill Hall  
Time  7pm 
Prior to start of meeting, the group present had a walk around the newly opened SplashPark to list possible issues and develop a feedback list to go to Council
Chairperson,    John O’Brien       

 In Attendance  John O’Brien,  , Hazen Cleary, Peter and Marg Fisher, Phil Knowles, Brendan and Gaida Stevens, Bernie Brisbane, Sherene Mournier, Liz Mason, Geoff Dickson
Guest :  James Proctor. New local resident, involved in previous Progress type group at Maiden Gully. Also involved with local Tram Museum

Apologies: Sarah Greenwood-Smith,
John firstly asked our guest to introduce himself and welcomed him to the evening
Previous Minutes:  Read and acceptance moved Brendan    second  Hazen      all in favour
Business arising from previous minutes. None
Correspondence In:

Grants info from Catherine King.
Invite to Uniting Church Anniversary 
Invoice from Ballarat Mailworks. 

Spikey News from the Canadian Corridor

2 x requests for Online Hub updates—Referred to Ben Sturmfels and completed

Community Hub Stats from Ben   

Footy club Grants Information
Advice that we have been cleared of any involvement with the Workcare Claim, Hearing loss. 

Snail mail  2 x Combank Statements

 Correspondence out

Invoices  to Newsletter advertisers x 17
Minutes from October 2025 General Meeting
Splashpark opening feedback to Robbie Burns

Correspondence acceptance moved  Brendan      seconded   Bernie          all in favour
Treasurers Report: Brendan 
Brendan and Sherene are now both signatories to our accounts. Changed in branch in early November

Combank  summary tabled by Brendan   Investment A/C   $110.000 for 12 months. (can be accessed with 30 days notice earns %3.5) Working A/C  Closing Balance 4th Dec $17.123.13  In $4659.26 (tfr Inv. A/C)
                                                                                                                          Out $67.51  ( Food for BBQ )

                                      Newsletter A/C Closing Balance 4th Dec $5440.99   In     $1180 Advertisers
                                                                                                                        Out    $1561.23 Printing

                                     Still 8 outstanding Advertisers.
Report Acceptance moved Brendan    seconded     John                                                   all in favour
Business arising from Correspondence and Treasurers Report
 Other Business:

John --  2 x Motions : Both these are retrospective as it was decided via email and phone around between meetings

 That BHPA purchase a suitable laptop for our Secretary/Treasurer to replace the now defunct 14 year old laptop that Brendan has been using and has failed to function, to ensure he can continue to efficiently address the BHPA duties as required of his positions. Brendan to be authorised to purchase a laptop that would be sufficient to the needs required for the role of Secretary/Treasurer, in consultation with the President."

  Moved Hazen          Seconded John             All in favour
Brendan will proceed with the purchase of an appropriate mid level Laptop 
"That BHPA organise a community event to celebrate the old pool and the opening of the splash park for Saturday, 6th December; 9am after the Park Run, in the Reserve; free sausage sizzle and an opportunity for residents to share their memories of the pool." 

Moved   Hazen          Seconded    Brendan               All in favour
Sarah –     Newsletter update. Editor Apology
     Over the next 6 months the executive will work with Sarah to try to develop some minor adjustments for content and size/number of pages to hopefully keep printing costs down but still deliver true local content.
Brendan –  Thank you for the Laptop. Purchase of an ACER Aspire Lite 15, cost $ 538 was done during the Black Friday sales.  Brendan request to be compensated this amount as he used his own Credit Card. Receipt was tabled.   All in favour as per motion
    Big thank you for all the assistance at our Splashpark openings and to BHCC for the loan of the BBQ.
Phil/Cricket Club updates. All teams doing reasonably well. The 1st Team are into the T20 finals in January.
The Woolworths “littlies” cricket has 17-20 kids each Friday night. It finishes this week. 

Liz Mason Uniting Church news: update on Christmas activities at Uniting Church. The actual Christmas Day service will be held in the Central Uniting Church. The Op Shop has been very busy and will close for a break this Friday and reopen on Feb 12th
 Round the table
Hazen-- Discussion around a permanent display area in the Hall for History items and photos. It would be a cooperative project with the Hall Committee and can be worked on over the next 12 months or more.

Hazen moved—That BHPA work with the Hall Committee towards setting up a permanent display of history in the Hall.   Second   Phil  . All in favour

 Hazen--Request for Secretary to contact Robbie Burns for costing on Half Court Basketball being done in Apple Orchard Drive to give us some idea on what the proposed similar build would cost at the Brown Hill Reserve.
Sherene--Our Multi media interest has declined in the Spring Quarter. Report from Ben also shows that Community Hub site had less visits in Spring compared to Winter. 
Brendan—We have been requested by Tim Goddard from council could we please water the new turf a couple of times a week with the provided hoses and sprays. Brendan will look after this and has locked up equipment under the Hall.

John—Discussion about feasibility of financial assistance to kids from Caledonian School doing Learn to Swim at the YMCA. Geoff explained the current finances involved and falling participation over the last few years. 

John moved –That BHPA investigate Grant Applications in the New Year with the aim of financial assistance to the Brown Hill families to get their kids into the Learn to Swim program at YMCA.
Second   Phil                           Most in favour    Sherene against

We can look into it more in Feb 2026.

Our SplashPark suggestion list:

Seating and Tables and gate near new Public Toilets—request in place and will be actioned by council

Fence at the Cricket Club side—Has been discussed with council but more public push might help.

The painted surface can be slippery.   Need a bollard to stop drive thru traffic on the Hall side
Signage--  1.  Don’t Run  2. Push button instruction

Access to tap on side of shed to water that side of the grounds

John declared meeting closed and wished everyone the best for the Festive Season and a shared supper and cuppa was enjoyed by all.

Meeting closed 8:30pm
Next meeting :  Wednesday February 11th 2026 at Brown Hill Cricket Club at 7pm 
