BROWN HILL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING 

 Minutes Wednesday Feb 11th 2026 at the Brown Hill Cricket Club  
Time  7pm
Chairperson,    John O’Brien       

 In Attendance  John O’Brien,  , Hazen Cleary, Peter Fisher, Phil Knowles, Sarah Greenwood-Smith, , Brendan Stevens, Bernie Brisbane, , Liz Mason, Ian Drew, Geoff Dickson, Paul Miller 
Apologies: Brian Green, Sherene Mournier, James Proctor
                   Apology acceptance moved John     Second by Phil   All in favor
Previous Minutes:  Read and acceptance moved  Hazen         second    Ian      all in favor
Business arising from previous minutes will be covered in General Business
John welcomed our Visitor Paul Miller who has authored several interesting articles for the Newsletter over the years. He also delivers approx. 200 newsletters around the hills on the other side of the freeway. 
Paul told us about his latest article in this Summer edition and his hopes in the future and perhaps some assistance for Sarah may be possible

After thanks all round Paul left the meeting but will keep in contact with Sarah
Correspondence In:

Response from Robbie Burns re Half Court 

Grants info from Catherine King.
Community Hub Stats from Ben   

Invoice Sturmfels-- Community Hub maintenance
Community Grant Applications open Feb 1st
Jigsaw Australia business closure, Sue Begbie

Request to use Image from Trove

Cathy Lacqua request for action re parking Humffray St after Splashpark opening

Combank Term Deposit Statement

 Correspondence out

Request to Robbie Burns re half court costing
Response to Cathy Lacqua. 

Happy Birthday to John O’B.
Invoice reminders to Newsletter advertisers x 5
Minutes from December 2025 General Meeting
Respond affirmative for image use.

Correspondence acceptance moved Brendan      seconded         Bernie          all in favour
Treasurers Report: Brendan 
Combank summary tabled by Brendan
Term Dep   $110.000 earning 3.5% PA Brendan will seek clarification on Interest earnings before next meeting.
Old Pool Chq A/C    $16.184.00  No transactions

Newsletter A/C         $6543.00     Deposits of $900 since Dec 2025  all Advertisers late payments
Report Acceptance moved Brendan    seconded     Bernie          all in favour
Business arising from Correspondence and Treasurers Report
 Other Business:

Hazen will continue to contact Robbie Burns and Tim Goddard from council regarding the erection of half court basketball and costings. 

John- Report on Zooper Dooper  Australia Day , Parkrun and Splashpark. Both days very successful 
And good promotional day . Also the big clean up after the Catastrophic Day was greatly appreciated by public (per Facebook) and Council
Brendan – Summary of Newsletter Meeting with John, Bernie Brendan and Sarah
          Was instigated to fine tune Newsletter Content.

           Conclusion :   Max size 24pages

                                   Maintain current level of ads.   Earns profit of approx. $1000 per edition

                                   Keep content as local as possible. Some stuff could be moved to the East Ballarat copy

                                   Try to keep Schools to 1 page only.

                                    Sarah will survey contributors to ascertain level of input they would like.

                                    Attempt to get some assistance for Sarah in the layout component of each edition 

                   Splashpark watering  2-3 times a week during the hot. The new turf has hung on well,
                   Only issues(one day)  from reduced return flow (Leaves blocking drains ). Council was 
                   contacted re not enough toilet Paper and regular cleaning during high traffic times.  Has 
                   improved over last 3-4 weeks                 
                   Col and Merralyn Sargent Heritage update .  The Manse and some trees are now on the    

                   Heritage Register. Big thanks to BHPA for assistance. A full story will be in Autumn Edition 

                   of My  Ballarat. We may follow up in the Newsletter later in the year
                   Kindergarten has a new Manager, Maria Neilsendue. Their expansion is slow moving.

                    They may put stories in the Newsletter later as works happen

Sarah –     Newsletter next edition etc. Articles are coming in. Should be out last week of Feb. Still gathering info and EOI from regular contributors re their future needs.
 A letter from the Lions Club was tabled by Sarah re reduction in membership and ? any local groups who may need assistance with equipment or financially. Sarah will respond 
Phil/Cricket Club – is now selling Rotary Raffle tickets that are all via a phone app.
 The Club has applied for a Bingo Licence. Hope to start after Easter. 
 At least 12 month delay on works to improve Cricket nets and groundworks.

Liz Mason: Whats on/ activities at Uniting Church  
   17th Feb  6:30pm Pasncakes for Shrove Tuesday
  14th March   Mens Breakfast at 8:30am

  12th March—guest speaker on Uganda Experience
  28th March—Car Boot Sale 

Also ? a fire escape plan for Brown Hill . Does one exist 
Hazen our Fire aware Rep.   Big question -No Answers

 Round the table
Bernie, Continuing local traffic issues in Springs Road

 Sarah—Congrats to Geoff Dickson on his Community Service Award received a week ago from Catherine 

              King.    24 years of excellent service to education.
Brendan -Congrats to Brown Hill Families, no rubbish left at Splashpark Reserve and excellent patronage.

               The Brownhill Community Hub webpage has become stale. Brendan with the help of Ben and 

               others aim to get information up to date and perhaps a bit of a revamp with images etc over the 

               next 12 months

 Meeting closed   8:40pm.   Enjoyed a cup of tea/coffee afterwards 
Next meeting:   Wednesday April 8th at Brown Hill Cricket Club at 7pm 
