BROWN HILL PROGRESS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING 

 Minutes Wednesday April 8th 2026 at the Brown Hill Cricket Club  
Time  7pm
Chairperson,    John O’Brien   opened the meeting with condolences for Brendan and family on the loss of his Mum over the Easter Weekend    

 In Attendance  John O’Brien,  , Hazen Cleary , Brendan Stevens, Bernie Brisbane, Ian Drew, James Proctor
Apologies: Brian Green, Sarah Greenwood-Smith, Sherene Mournier, Liz Mason, Peter Fisher, Phil Knowles, Geoff Dickson

Apologies acceptance moved John    seconded  Bernie           All in favour 
Previous Minutes:  Read and acceptance moved   Brendan       second   Hazen          all in favour
Business arising from previous minutes.          None
Correspondence In:

RRR Rural Grants Program
Grants info from Catherine King.
Community Hub Stats from Ben   

Invoice Sturmfels-- Community Hub website support and hosting        Paid
Invoice for PO Box       Paid
Invite to Meeting – Uniting Church OP Shop rethink and planning
Invite to Canadian 10,000 steps walk
 Correspondence out
Minutes from February 2026 General Meeting
Newsletter Advertising Inv x16
Correspondence acceptance moved Brendan      seconded    Ian             all in favour
Treasurers Report: Brendan 
Commbank summary tabled by Brendan . Totals    Cheq. A/C  $15959.46       Newsletter $6096.79
                                                                                   Commbank Fixed Term $110.000  @ %3.5pa

 4 advertisers from Newsletter are still outstanding including one for $1000. Reminders will be sent.
Report Acceptance moved Brendan    seconded  John              all in favour
Business arising from Correspondence and Treasurers Report             None
 Other Business:

John- Report new refurbished BBQ.   A 6 burner solid BBQ was donated from a neighbour of John’s. It has been cleaned, painted and fitted with wheels and will be stored in John’s shed . 
         Changes to storage for Playgroup at Russell Square.  Internal storage has become available for the toys and soft furniture used at the Playgroup at Russell Square during off cricket season. This will save trekking outdoor with kid’s stuff in the cold and wet. Hopefully it will become permanent.
           Auskick starts this term on Friday evenings and we have a request from Phil Knowles, President of the Brownhill Cricket Club for financial assistance of $1000 for hired lighting .

John moved that BHPA donate $1000 in support of the Auskick Program . Seconded by Bernie All in favour 

Brendan will contact Phil and request an official letter of request from BHCC and an invoice for the $1000
Brendan & John attended the – Lets Chat Council Expo-last week and sought information from several teams and enjoyed a nice lunch
  Project Team, Robbie Burns:  The next stage of the Splashpark/Reserve will commence in May/June.
This will include construction of the Halfcourt Basketball, BBQ, seating and shade, a fence on the oval side of the park and spreading and compaction of bluemetal on the parking area

  Kindergarten ExtensionTeam-The Building has been put on hold now due to funding restraints.
  Emergency Management Team latest blurb on workshops. The new Municipal Resilience Officer Mr Andy Hancock shared information re up coming workshops on community dealing with the first 72 hours post an emergency happening in your area. Brendan will contact Andy before Spring to hopefully set up a workshop at the Brownhill Hall.
   Aquatic Centre Team were happy with the operation and reliability of the SplashPark in its first season.

Thanks to Uniting Church for $400 donation towards the running of the Newsletter and Also $90 from the site fees at the recent Carboot Sale that Bernie helped organise.
Bernie:  Report on Carboot Sale at Uniting Church.  Cold misty day with 6 stallholders but people did show up less was taken home than brought along initially. The Church took over $2000 in sales on the day. 
Brendan for Liz Mason : Whats on/ activities at Uniting Church ie: Men’s Breakfast dates, May 23rd, Aug 29th and Oct 17th. They are looking for interesting speakers. 

 Mystical Duet Concert on Friday May 1st at 6:45pm
Hazen:
1. Hazen informed the committee that she is applying for her annual funding from CHW for the FireAware Network's seasonal leaflets for the letter drop. Hazen is asking if BHPA will again support this initiative by providing auspicing for the funding application. Members agreed to continue their support. 

MOTION: "that BHPA auspices the Brown Hill Community FireAware Network for funding application to CHW ($300) for the printing of leaflets for 2026/2027 letter drop."

Moved: Hazen       Seconded:  James         Carried All in favour           
2. Hazen informed the committee that she was reviewing the information provided to residents through the FireAware web pages and is seeking BHPA’s assistance in auspicing the Brown Hill FireAware Network’s activities to come under BHPA’s liability insurance cover. Discussion takes place. 

Members agreed to an auspice arrangement for the FireAware Network’s activities once Brendan has discussed with BHPA’s insurer broker the appropriateness of the arrangement. 

MOTION: That Brown Hill Progress Association (the Auspicor) agrees to auspice the unincorporated Brown Hill Community FireAware Network (the Auspicee) under its liability insurance cover for General Public & Products; Professional Indemnity & Volunteer Personal Accident. This agreement to be reviewed annually.

 

It is further resolved that:

· Brown Hill Progress Association will accept liability for the project under its current Public Liability Insurance policy, subject to Brown Hill Community FireAware Network complying with all risk management requirements, policies, and procedures of Brown Hill Progress Association.

· The Committee authorises Brendan Stevens, as Secretary to sign the formal Auspice Agreement on behalf of the organisation. 

 Moved:     Hazen                            Seconded:   Brendan                Carried  All in favour

Sarah via text -Newsletter:  Since Sarah is now full time working, she will not have the capacity to lead the Newsletter team into the future. Please discuss options:

Options suggested:   Reduce the size of the Newsletter

                                  All committee members please think of people who may have skills and time

                                  Offer payment of some kind for the Editor

                                   Brendan and John will get together with Sarah again in early May to brainstorm

       
 Round the table
Bernie:   Ongoing issues with blocked access to his home driveway. 

                Discussions at the Carboot sale planted a seed of thought on BHPA perhaps having a similar event

                at the hall later in the year
James :   Volunteers as a tramdriver at the Museum on Lake Wendouree . He has discovered that BHPA was a major player in the establishment of the Tramways Museum in the 1970’s. He will research a bit more and pull together a story for the Newsletter in the future.

       Also has been involved in clean up around Hillview Rd. He would like to attempt to get a proper linked footpath up the steeper part of Hillview Rd for safety and improved access.
 Meeting closed  9pm
Next meeting:   Wednesday June 10th at Brown Hill Cricket Club at 7pm 
